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Who Was The Nameless Man Of God?
The riddle of the Nameless 
Man Of God has puzzled Bible 
scholars, as one of the strangest 
of all Bible passages.

Who was he, and where did he 
come from?  Why did the old
prophet lie to him, and why 
did the Man Of God respond?  
Why did the lion guard the 
body, and yet never kill the ass?  
Why did the Man Of God have
to die, and did the old prophet 
actually repent?

Who Was The Nameless Man Of God?
Every twist and turn of the 
story seems only to complicate 
the puzzle, and a profusion of 
unusual circumstances and 
ethical dilemmas abound.  But
the Bible never preserves 
accounts of people and places, 
events and episodes, without 
reason.

What then, it may be asked, is
the purpose of this account
hidden in the midst of broken
altars and roaring lions?
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Who Was The Nameless Man Of God?

Ahijah cannot be the Nameless Man Of God. 

Was the Nameless Man Of God - Ahijah?

Ahijah was a prophet who came from Shiloh in the 
territory of Ephraim (1 Kings 12:15), quite near to 
Jeroboam’s hometown of Zereda (1 Kings 11:26), and 
he was a contemporary of the king (1 King 11:29).
Ahijah however was a prophet of Israel, whereas the
Nameless Man Of God is from Judah (1 Kings 13:1).
In addition, he was (though old) still alive to utter a 
later prophecy of warning against king Jeroboam 
(1 Kings 14:4-7), some time after the Nameless Man 
Of God had died (1 Kings 13:29-31).

Who Was The Nameless Man Of God?

Shemaiah cannot be the Nameless Man Of God. 

Was the Nameless Man Of God - Shemaiah?

Shemaiah was a prophet of Judah (2 Chronicles 12:5), 
yet also described a “the man of God” (1 Kings 12:22). 
He also was a contemporary of Jeroboam who spoke 
the word of God to the king (1 Kings 12:23-24).
Shemaiah however wrote a commentary on the acts of 
Rehoboam “first and last” (2 Chronicles 12:15-16).  
Since Rehoboam and Jeroboam began to reign in the
same year, this writing spanned a period of 17 years 
(2 Chronicles 12:13), and was completed long after the
Nameless Man Of God was dead.
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Who Was The Nameless Man Of God?

Iddo cannot be the Nameless Man Of God. 

Was the Nameless Man Of God - Iddo?

Iddo the Seer was another contemporary prophet of 
the king, and one who did rebuke him since he is  
recorded as having visions against Jeroboam the son 
of Nebat (2 Chronicles 9:29).
Iddo however, not only wrote an account of Solomon 
(2 Chronicles 9:29) and Rehoboam (2 Chronicles 12:15),
but also a commentary on the reign of king Abijah 
(2 Chronicles 13:19-22) who reigned for three years 
after Rehoboam (2 Chronicles 13:1-2), long after the
Nameless Man Of God was dead.

So He Offered
On The Altar

Study One

Who Was The Nameless Man Of God?
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The Triumph Of Gradualism
1 Kings 12:28-33 – Jeroboam set about the systematic 
corruption of the Truth by small incremental steps.

v28 - He established a golden calf

v29 – He developed an alternative centre

v31 – He constructed a rival sanctuary

v32 – He ordained a special feast

I Kings 12:26,33 – “And Jeroboam said in his heart…
which he had devised in his own heart”. 

v31 – He appointed a separate priesthood

v33 – He promoted a different altar

v33 – He consecrated himself as High Priest

The Key Of Knowledge 
1 Kings 12:29-33 - Jeroboam set up his rival religion by 
a) v33 - establishing Bethel as the place of worship 
b) v31 - preparing a house of high places for sacrifice
c) v31 - making priests of the lowest of the people

2 Chronicles 11:13-15 – The only way Jeroboam could 
achieve this was by taking away the key of knowledge.
He accomplished it by casting out all the Levites from 
his kingdom until the teaching priests were gone.

2 Kings 17:24-32 – The pseudo-priest from the kingdom 
of Jeroboam taught the people of the land to: 
a) v28 – establish Bethel as the place of worship
b) v29 – prepare houses of high places for sacrifice
c) v32 – make priests of the lowest of the people 
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The Key Of Knowledge 
1 Kings 12:29-33 - Jeroboam set up his rival religion by 
a) v33 - establishing Bethel as the place of worship 
b) v31 - preparing a house of high places for sacrifice
c) v31 - making priests of the lowest of the people

2 Chronicles 11:13-15 – The only way Jeroboam could 
achieve this was by taking away the key of knowledge.
He accomplished it by casting out all the Levites from 
his kingdom until the teaching priests were gone.

2 Kings 17:24-32 – The pseudo-priest from the kingdom 
of Jeroboam taught the people of the land to: 
a) v28 – establish Bethel as the place of worship
b) v29 – prepare houses of high places for sacrifice
c) v32 – make priests of the lowest of the people 

And There Came
A Man Of God

Study Two

Who Was The Nameless Man Of God?
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The Principle Of Courage 
1 Kings 13:2-3 - The Man of God showed courage in 
denouncing the apostasy of Jeroboam, standing in 
the king’s presence to warn of coming judgment.

Esther 4:15-17 - Esther showed courage in entering 
into the presence of Ahasuerus, and taking her life in 
her hands to plead the cause of her people.

Mark 6:16-20 - John the Baptist showed courage in 
opposing the marriage of Herod to Herodias, by 
declaring its unlawful state without compromise. 

1 Kings 21:20-24 - Elijah showed courage in strongly 
condemning Ahab for the death of Naboth and for his  
great wickedness in leading Israel astray.

The Status Of Sojourning 
Genesis 23:4 - “I am a stranger and a sojourner with 
you:  give me a possession of a buryingplace with 
you, that I may bury my dead out of my sight”.

Psalm 39:12 – “Hear my prayer, O LORD, and give 
ear unto my cry…  for I am a stranger with thee, and a 
sojourner, as all my fathers were”.

1 Peter 2:11 - “Dearly beloved, I beseech you as 
strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, 
which war against the soul”. 

1 Chronicles 29:15 – “For we are strangers before thee, 
and sojourners, as all our fathers were:  our days on  
the earth are as a shadow, and there is none abiding”.
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The Witness Of Separation 
1 Kings 13:8-9 - The Man of God refused the offer of 
the king of Israel, and maintained separation from 
one whose apostasy he was about to denounce.

Daniel 5:16-17 - Daniel refused the reward of the king 
of Babylon, and maintained separation from one 
whose pride he was about to judge.

Acts 8:20-22 - Peter refused the money of the sorcerer 
of Samaria, and maintained separation from one 
whose avarice he was about to condemn. 

Genesis 14:21-24 - Abraham refused the goods of the 
king of Sodom, and maintained separation from one 
whose wickedness he was about to rebuke.

Now There Dwelt
An Old Prophet

Study Three

Who Was The Nameless Man Of God?
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The Problem Of Procrastination 
1 Kings 13:16 - The Man of God procrastinated in 
expediting his return to Judah, and lost his life in the 
circumstances which followed his return to Bethel. 

2 Samuel 20:5 – Amasa procrastinated in assembling 
David’s army by the appointed date, and lost his life 
in the change of plan which ensued.

Jeremiah 38:16-20 - Zedekiah procrastinated in 
believing Jeremiah’s warning to surrender to the 
Chaldeans, and lost his kingdom as a consequence. 

Genesis 19:26 – Lot’s wife procrastinated in her flight 
from Sodom, and lost her life in the catastrophe which 
overthrew that place.

The Entanglement Of Sin
1 Kings 13:19 – The Man of God went back because 
he wanted to, and the opportunity arose through an 
invitation which he could not resist.

2 Samuel 11:-5 – David tarried at Jerusalem while his 
army fought, and seeing Bathsheba washing herself,
he yielded to an opportunity his kingship enabled.

John 12:6 - Judas was treasurer for the Lord’s band, 
and as bearer of the bag, had opportunity to steal the 
contributions received from loyal followers. 

Joshua 7:20-21 – Achan noticed a Babylonish garment, 
silver and gold, and a moment alone, gave him the 
opportunity to take the spoil and hide it in his tent.
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And They Told
It In The City

Study Four

Who Was The Nameless Man Of God?

The Importance of Obedience 
1 Kings 13:21 - The Man of God was given a specific 
charge, but failed to render obedience to the mouth of 
God, despite the unequivocal clarity of its demand.

1 Samuel 15:22-23 - Saul was rejected because he 
would not keep the divine commandment and would 
not render obedience to the voice of God.

Jeremiah 35:5-10 - The House of Rechab were blessed 
with the divine approval, because they manifested 
obedience to the voice of their father, Jonadab.

Genesis 22:17-18 - Abraham was given a final promise 
confirmed by an oath, that would bring blessing to all 
nations, because of his obedience to the voice of God.
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The Law Of Consequences 
1 Kings 13:26 - The Man of God was disobedient to 
the mouth of God, and suffered the divine judgment 
of the lion, into whose power he was delivered, and 
died as a consequence.

Galatians 6:7 - “Be not deceived;  God is not mocked: 
for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 
For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap 
corruption, but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of 
the Spirit reap life everlasting”.

Genesis 2:16-17 - ““of every tree of the garden thou 
mayest freely eat, but… of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil, thou shalt not eat… for in the day 
that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die”.

For The Saying
Which He Cried

Study Five

Who Was The Nameless Man Of God?
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The Power Of Example
1 Kings 13:31 - The Man of God provided an example 
of faithful witness, which finally moved the old 
prophet to repentance and change.

Acts 16:14-15,40 - Lydia provided an example of 
outstanding hospitality, which imbued her whole 
ecclesia with the spirit of gracious care for others.

Acts 27:33-36 - Paul provided an example of stirring 
faith, which encouraged all others on the boat to share 
his confidence in a time of trial and distress. 

1 Samuel 14:13,22 - Jonathan provided an example of 
remarkable bravery, which inspired the Hebrews in 
hiding to join him in battle, and win a great victory.

The Testimony Of Truth
1 Kings 13:32 - The Man of God gave the testimony of  
truth in his prophecy of judgment against the work of 
Jeroboam, which came to pass in the time of Josiah.

Ezekiel 5:1-12 – Ezekiel gave the testimony of truth in 
his enactment of the shaven head, a symbol realised in 
detail in the fall of Jerusalem.

Matthew 24:4-29 - Jesus gave the testimony of truth in 
the Olivet prophecy, a warning fulfilled in the 
overthrow of the Jewish Commonwealth in AD70. 

Judges 9:7-21, 57 – Jotham gave the testimony of truth 
in his parable of the trees, a witness outworked in the 
overthrow of Shechem, and the death of Abimelech.
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And This Thing
Became A Sin

Study Six

Who Was The Nameless Man Of God?

The Chiasmus Of The Story
12:30 and this thing became a sin

12:31a an house of high places
12:31b made priests of the lowest of the people 

12:32-33 And Jeroboam ordained a feast…  
devised of his own heart

13:33a After this thing Jeroboam
returned not from his evil way

13:33b made of the lowest of the people priests
13:33c priests of the high places

13:34a and this thing became a sin

The Story Of The Nameless Man Of God
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The Chiastic Structure Of 1 Kings 13 
13:1-2 a man of God… by the word of the LORD…

cried against the altar
13:3 the sign of the broken altar and the

outpoured ashes
13:4-6a the king opposes the man of God,

seeks his death, and is punished
13:27-30 the prophet mourns the man of God,

ensures his burial, and is blessed
13:31 the sign of the preserved sepulchre and 

the undisturbed bones
13:32 which he (the man of God)… by the word of 

the LORD… cried against the altar

The Chiastic Structure Of 1 Kings 13 
13:6b the man of God in compassion entreats the 

face of the LORD
13:7 the man of God is offered a reward

13:8-9 the man of God is charged to
refuse all fellowship (eat no bread,

nor drink water, in this place)
13:20-22a the man of God is condemned for

engaging in fellowship (hast eaten 
bread, and drunk water, in the place)

13:22b-25 the man of God is given a punishment 
13:26 the man of God in disobedience ignores the

mouth of the LORD
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The Chiastic Structure Of 1 Kings 13 
13:10 the man of God obeys and departs by another

way (so he went another way)
13:11 the truthful report about the man of God 

to the old prophet
13:12 the man of God is seen in public on the

route by which he chose to depart
13:17 the man of God is told in private of

the route by which he might not return

13:18 the untruthful record from the old prophet 
to the man of God

13:19 the man of God disobeys and returns by the 
same way (so he went back with him)

The Chiastic Structure Of 1 Kings 13 
13:13 the old prophet can depart out of Bethel

13:14a the man of God is sought and discovered
alone (sitting under an oak)

13:14b
Art thou the Man of God that 
camest from Judah?

13:15 the man of God is welcomed and 
invited to share (come home with me)

13:16 the man of God may not enter into Bethel

And he said - I am
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One Question | One Answer 

And he said -
Art thou the Man of God?

And he said –
I am

When It Testified
Beforehand

Study Seven

Who Was The Nameless Man Of God?
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The Parable Of The Man Of God 
His death was sealed the moment he confirmed 

his identity when questioned 

Matthew 26:63-66 – “Tell us whether thou be the 
Christ… Jesus said unto him, Thou hast said:  Then 
the high priest rent his clothes, saying… what think 
ye?  They answered and said, He is guilty of death”.

Mark 14:61-64 – “Art thou the Christ…  And Jesus said, 
I am… Then the high priest… saith… what think ye?  
And they all condemned him to be guilty of death”. 

1 Kings 13:14,22 – “Art thou the man of God that 
camest from Judah?  And he said, I am…  thy carcase 
shall not come unto the sepulchre of thy fathers”.

The Parable Of The Man Of God 
His death followed a meal in a friend’s house 

where he ate and drank at the table 

Mark 14:22-23 – “As they did eat Jesus took bread…  
And he took the cup, and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them and they all drank of it”.

Luke 22:11,14-18,21 – “Say unto the goodman of the 
house… Where is the guestchamber, where I shall 
eat… with my disciples…  

1 Kings 13:19-20 – “So he went back with him, and 
did eat bread in his house, and drank water.  And it 
came to pass, as they sat at the table”.

But, behold, the hand of
him that betrayeth me is with me on the table”. 
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The Parable Of The Man Of God 
His death involved extraordinary circumstances 

which indicated divine intervention

Matthew 27:51-54 – “behold, the veil of the temple 
was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the 
earth did quake, and the rocks rent;  And the graves 
were opened; and… the saints which slept arose”.
Luke 23:44-45 – “And it was about the sixth hour, and 
there was darkness over all the earth until the ninth 
hour.  And the sun was darkened”. 

1 Kings 13:24 – “a lion met him by the way, and slew 
him… his carcase was cast in the way, and the ass 
stood by it, the lion also stood by the carcase”.

The Parable Of The Man Of God 
His death was a matter of public display seen 

and reported on by those who passed by 

Matthew 27:39 – “And they that passed by reviled 
him, wagging their heads.  And saying, Thou that 
destroyest the temple… save thyself”.

Luke 23:48-49 – “all the people that came together to 
that sight, beholding the things which were done, 
smote their breasts, and returned…  And all his 
acquaintance… stood afar off, beholding these things”. 

1 Kings 13:25 – “And, behold, men passed by, and 
saw the carcase cast in the way… and they came and 
told it in the city where the old prophet dwelt”.
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The Ass – Symbol Of Israel 
Genesis 49:11 – “until Shiloh come; and unto him 
shall the gathering of the people be. Binding his foal 
unto the vine, and his ass’s colt unto the choice vine”.

Hosea 8:8-9 - “Israel is swallowed up…  for they are 
gone up to Assyria, a wild ass alone by himself:  
Ephraim hath hired loves”.

Zechariah 9:9 - “Rejoice greatly O daughter of Zion… 
behold, thy king cometh unto thee… riding upon an 
ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass”. 

Exodus 13:13 – “and every firstling of an ass thou shalt 
redeem with a lamb, and if thou wilt not redeem it, 
then thou shalt break its neck”.

The Lion – Symbol Of The Gentiles
Jeremiah 4:7 – “The lion is come up from his thicket, 
and the destroyer of the Gentiles is on his way; he is 
gone forth from his place”.

2 Timothy 4:17 - “that by me the preaching might be 
fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: 
and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion”.

1 Peter 5:8 - “Be sober, be vigilant; because your 
adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour”. 

Joel 1:6 – “for a nation is come up upon my land, 
strong, and without number, whose teeth are the teeth 
of a lion, and he hath the cheek teeth of a great lion”.
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The Parable Of The Man Of God 
Both Jew (the ass) and Gentile (the lion) were 

associated with his death and burial

Matthew 27:62-66 – “Sir… command that the sepulchre 
be made sure… So they (the Jews) went and made the 
sepulchre sure, sealing the stone, and setting a watch”. 
(koustodia - the Roman guard of the Gentiles)
Mark 10:33 – “The Son of man shall be delivered unto 
the chief priests, and unto the scribes (Israel); and 
they shall condemn him to death, and shall deliver 
him to the Gentiles”. 

1 Kings 13:28 – “his carcase cast in the way, and the 
ass and the lion standing by the carcase:  the lion had 
not eaten the carcase, nor torn the ass”.

The Parable Of The Man Of God 
His dead body was taken away by a friend and 

removed for private interment

Mark 15:43,46 – “Joseph of Arimathaea… craved the 
body (soma – corpse) of Jesus… and he took him 
down and wrapped him in fine linen”.

John 19:38 – “Joseph… besought Pilate that he might 
take away the body of Jesus: and Pilate gave him 
leave.  And he came and took the body of Jesus”. 

1 Kings 13:29 – “And the prophet took up the carcase 
of the man of God, and laid it upon the ass, and 
brought it back: and the old prophet came to the city, 
to mourn and to bury him”.
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The Parable Of The Man Of God 
He was buried with dignity and respect in a 

friend’s own personal sepulchre

Matthew 27:57-60 – “There came a rich man… And 
when Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in 
a clean linen cloth, and laid it in his own new tomb,  
which he had hewn out in the rock”.
Luke 23:53 – “And he took it down… and laid it in 
a sepulchre that was hewn in stone, wherein never 
man before was laid”. 

1 Kings 13:30 – “And he laid his carcase in his own 
grave (qeber – sepulchre), and mourned over him, 
saying, Alas, my brother”.

The Parable Of The Man Of God 
His death converted others who wished to be 

identified with his death and burial 

Romans 6:3-4 – “Know ye not, that so many of us as 
are baptized into Jesus Christ are baptized into his 
death.  Therefore we are buried with him by 
baptism into death”.
Colossians 2:10,12 – “And ye are complete in him, 
which is the head of all principality and power… 
Buried with him in baptism”. 

1 Kings 13:31 – “he spake to his sons, saying, When I 
am dead, then bury me in the sepulchre wherein the 
man of God is buried;  lay my bones beside his bones”.
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The Parable Of The Man Of God 
His death was the means of deliverance from 

destruction for those associated with him 

2 Kings 23:18 – “Let him alone:  let no man move his 
bones.  So they let his bones alone (mg. – to escape), 
with the bones of the prophet that came out of 
Samaria”.
Romans 6:8 – “Knowing this, that our old man is 
crucified with him…  For if we be dead with Christ, 
we believe that we shall also live with him”. 

1 Kings 13:31 – LXX “Whenever I die, bury me in this 
tomb wherein the man of God is buried; lay me by his 
bones, that my bones may be preserved with his bones”.

The Parable Of The Man Of God 
His story was taken up in witness by others 

after his untimely death

Acts 5:20,28-32 – “Go… speak.. all the words of this 
life… we ought to obey God rather than men… him 
hath God exalted with his right hand… and we are 
witnesses of these things”.
Acts 10:39-41 – “And we are witnesses of all things 
which he did… witnesses chosen before of God, even 
us, who did eat and drink with him”. 

1 Kings 13:32 – “For the saying which he cried by the 
word of the LORD against the altar in Bethel, and 
against all the houses of the high places which are in 
the cities of Samaria, shall surely come to pass”.


